
Sermon – Saturday, October 23, 2021     Rev. Randi 

Bartimaeus cries out to Jesus, "Son of David, have mercy on me." Imagine the scene. A 
blind beggar, possibly a homeless man and definitely one outside the circles of polite 
society, cries out to Jesus as Jesus is leaving Jericho. And, the crowd around him urges 
him to be quiet. This crowd likely includes those closest to Jesus – the 12 and other 
disciples, as well as other people who consider themselves entitled to an encounter with 
Jesus. This crowd––disciples and others -- want to silence this man's voice seeking 
help from Jesus in faith. If they silence Bartimaeus, they may prevent him from having 
the personal encounter with Jesus that he is seeking. If they silence Bartimaeus, he 
may not receive the healing he is seeking and needs. 

As a post-Resurrection and Ascension church, we are called to facilitate healing in the 
world in two significant ways. The first is that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
That means when someone needs help, we offer it. The second is that we are to spread 
the Gospel. We are to do whatever is necessary to create space for those outside our 
circle of church regulars to have a personal encounter with Jesus or develop a stronger 
relationship with him. As we live into this call, we must hear and act on the voices of 
those who need healing – whether of body, mind, and spirit. And, if we live into our 
calling, we include all those who seek a personal encounter with the living God. 

Now, we don't mean to silence or exclude anyone. Sometimes, however, we do so 
unintentionally. I invite us to reflect on ways in which we unintentionally exclude or 
silence people and how we could better facilitate them coming to Jesus for healing. 

First, let's consider what would happen if we found a modern-day Bartimaeus waiting 
outside the church's door when we came to worship. Perhaps, he's blind or homeless. 
He might smell funny or look funny. Do we rush to get by him to make it to church? Do 
we send him someplace else? Or do we invite him in? And if we do invite him in, do we 
really include him? For example, do we make sure he has a bulletin and comes up for 
Communion if he wishes? Do we sit with him at coffee hour? And do we, as a church --- 
the body of Christ -- figure out how we can meet his physical and spiritual needs? 
Unless we invite this man in, indeed welcome him and include him, and help meet his 
needs, we have prevented him from having a healing encounter with Jesus. We've 
silenced his cry to God, just like the crowd who tried to silence Bartimaeus. 

Let's consider another example. Consider those who are "spiritual but not religious." A 
Public Religion Research Institute study tells us that 18 percent of adults are spiritual 
but not religious.1 They tend to be younger and better educated than those of us who 
consider ourselves to be religious. They don't attend worship services, but they seek 
and feel a connection with something larger than themselves and feel particularly 
connected to the world around them and to a higher purpose. They may not necessarily 
perceive a need to be part of an organized faith community or identify this person 
greater than themselves as the Triune God. They are unlikely to show up at our church. 

 
1 https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/11/10/16630178/study-spiritual-but-not-religious 



Whether they can identify the Higher Power or not, however, they yearn for God. Their 
recognition that there is Higher Power is their souls crying out, "God, have mercy on 
me."  

If we as a church don't create space for them to better know God while still respecting 
their perspectives, we are, in effect, silencing the cry from their souls.  

As a church, we are called to go and spread the Gospel. We are called to facilitate an 
encounter with the Triune God. How do we do that in a way that respects them and 
honors our calling? I believe it is meeting them where they are and creating space for 
spiritual conversations on their terms. Perhaps it is in offering a tail-gate Eucharist or 
Agape meal at the lake or the Bills game. Or in providing opportunities for a spiritual 
reflection when building a Habitat home. Perhaps it is in introducing reflections on God 
into a nature walk or in a drive to send drinking water to the Indian reservation or to a 
Third World country. Or in starting a Christian-based study of how to manage finances. 
For each congregation of God's church, the answer is different.  

As Episcopalians, we pride ourselves on our tolerance and not trying to force our faith 
on others. Tolerance and lack of force are good things. But many souls seek a closer 
connection with a Higher Power – that same Higher Power we call God or Jesus or the 
Holy Spirit. As a church, we are called to facilitate that connection, even if it means 
doing unorthodox discipleship ministries outside the church walls or outside the confines 
of Sunday morning worship.  

We read that after Bartimaeus had his healing encounter with Jesus, he joined Jesus on 
the Way. That means he walked with Jesus and the disciples as they proceeded toward 
Jerusalem, where Jesus would die for us. Bartimaeus not only regained his sight, but he 
became a disciple of Jesus. He became a part of a faith community, too. 

We live in a world of Bartimaeuses. People are crying out to God to have mercy on 
them. They need physical healing, mental healing, emotional healing, and spiritual 
healing. They need a personal encounter with God. They need to be part of a faith 
community, even if it's not one that necessarily meets in a church building on Sunday 
mornings. The church is called to hear the voices of these Bartimeauses and find a way 
to bring them to Jesus. 


