
Sermon – Saturday, October 30, 2021     Rev. Randi 

Today we will talk about two words or concepts. We will talk about agape, which is a 
Greek word. We’ll also talk about hesed, which is a Hebrew word. Both describe love. 

Agape is unconditional love. It means that no matter what we do, we are still loved. It is 
a transcendent love, more potent than eros (erotic love) or philia (brotherly love.) It is 
such a strong love that we don’t have English words to totally express it.  It’s the love 
God has for us, and it is a gracious love that extends beyond what we deserve based 
on our merits. Agape is what led Jesus to die for us.  

We respond to this love with agape toward God, or at least the goal is that we love God 
in this way – with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. Of course, no matter 
how hard we try, we can’t love God as profoundly or as thoroughly as God loves us. 
Yet, we are called to try. 

We are also commanded to love our neighbors. We can’t love our neighbors in precisely 
the same way we love God, or else our neighbors would become our idols. However, in 
response to God’s love for us, we are to love our neighbors unconditionally, no matter 
what they do to us. Because of God’s agape toward us, we are called to make sacrifices 
on behalf of our neighbors.  

Now let’s talk about hesed. Hesed is also difficult to fully grasp and to translate into 
English. It is also an attribute of God. It refers to the unfailing love of God that led to 
God making a covenant with God’s people. It refers to a love that leads to loyalty. In the 
Hebrew Bible, this word is sometimes translated as steadfastness, lovingkindness, and 
mercy. It is a love that goes beyond what is expected. Our Christian understanding of 
agape builds upon the foundational Hebrew concept of hesed. Hesed always involves a 
tangible action. Because of the hesed of God, we are called to display hesed with our 
neighbors.  

An example is Ruth’s devotion to her mother-in-law, Naomi. As a widow without sons, 
Naomi is very vulnerable in that culture. Ruth would be well within her rights to remain in 
Moab, yet Ruth displays hesed by sacrificing to accompany Naomi to a land where she 
would be considered a foreigner.  

Let’s think about other examples of hesed or of agape (unconditional love) for our 
neighbors. Who is familiar with the movie Forrest Gump? Although Forrest Gump has a 
lower-than-average IQ, he has a great capacity for loyalty and unconditional love. 
Despite the bad things that Jenny does, he still loves her and cares for her as she lays 
dying. Despite everything Lt. Dan does to discourage Forrest, Forrest still shows his 
loyalty and love for Lt. Dan. Forrest Gump’s mother loves him unconditionally even 
though he sometimes does embarrassing things. 

In fulfilling Jesus’s commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves and in response to 
God’s love for us, we can practice these types of love, too. We make a covenant when 
we marry to love, honor, and cherish. Throughout our marriages, our spouse will have 



times of prosperity and difficulties. Sometimes they’ll be really nice to us and other times 
they’ll be in a bad mood. We will love them unconditionally and are loyal to them, no 
matter what. They may need to relocate for a job, and if we display hesed, we’ll go with 
them even if it’s inconvenient for us. We may also need to give up something else we 
like to support them, and we do it out of love. 

Here’s another example. We have a friend whom we love. However, lately, our friend 
has ignored us and said and done hurtful things to us. If we love our friends as we are 
called to, we will still love them no matter what they say or do. If they need help, we give 
help, even if they still are acting mean to us. When they are ready to seek our 
forgiveness, we forgive them. In fact, we forgive them even if they never ask for it. 

When we love our neighbors in this way, we build a stronger relationship with them. We 
also, however, create a stronger relationship with God. God is present in our faithful, 
loving, loyal relationships with our neighbors. Through the care we extend to others, we 
encounter the gifts of God and the grace of God. 

Love. God is love. As disciples of God, we are to love. We are to love unconditionally. 
We are to love faithfully and loyally. Love is the answer. Love wins. 

 

 


